SUPPLEMENT  TO 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AXD  TRADE  REPORTS  \j^ 

ISSUED  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  EOM"  fKlU  f^ 
DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  WASHINGTON.  ^£. 

Annual  Series  No.  42a  October  16,  1918 

COLOMBIA. 
CARTAGENA. 

By  Consul  Alphonse  J.  Lesplnnsse. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  insignificant  industries  undertaken  in 
this  port,  no  industries  of  anj^  importance  were  established  in  the 
Department  during  the  year  1917.  This  is  due  to  the  general 
financial  depression  which  exists  in  this  country  and  the  European 
conflict,  which  has  disorganized  business  in  general  and  discouraged 
any  attempt  to  extend  the  existing  industries  or  undertake  new  ones 
until  peace  is  restored. 
Crops  and  Prices.  ""^ 

During  1917  the  crops  in  this  Department  were  slightly  above  the 
average;  corn  was  plentiful  and  cheap,  the  average  price  being  2  cents 
l^er  pound;  the  rice  crop  was  good  and  the  price  was  7  cents  per 
pound ;  the  sugar  crop  was  up  to  normal  and  prices,  somewhat  higher 
due  to  demand  for  export,  ranged  from  4  to  5  cents  per  pound  in 
this  city;  bananas  were  abundant  and  sold  for  30  cents  an  average 
bunch ;  beans  were  plentiful  and  sold  for  4  to  5  cents  per  pound ;  the 
crop  of  tobacco  was  large  and  the  price  was  5  cents  per  pound  (leaf 
tobacco). 

As  a  rule,  many  of  the  primitive  methods  of  cultivation  existing 
centuries  ago  still  prevail.  Modern  implements  and  new  ideas,  in- 
troduced on  the  larger  plantations,  will  be  instrumental  in  populariz- 
ing modern  methods  of  cultivation. 

The  agricultural  magazine  Revista  Agricola,  which  is  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  in  Bogota,  has  accomplished  excellent 
work  in  connection  with  the  promotion  of  advanced  ideas  in  agricul- 
ture and  the  use  of  modern  implements. 

nice  Mill  and  Plantation. 

The  owners  of  the  flour  mill,  "La  Heroica,"  are  constructing  a 
large  concrete  rice  mill  of  four  stories.  It  is  situated  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  city  and  directly  on  the  bay  of  Cartagena,  where 
a  wharf  will  be  constructed  to  receive  the  raw  product  and  ship  the 
cleaned  rice  to  points  throughout  the  country.  The  cost  of  the  build- 
ing, which  will  be  comjDleted  in  four  or  five  months,  will  be  from 
$60,000  to  $70,000. 

The  decorticating  capacity  of  the  mill  will  be  20,000  barrels  of  100 
pounds  each  during  24  hours.  Of  this  quantity  50  per  cent  will  be 
chatf. 

About  2,000  hectares  (4,942  acres)  will  be  sowed  in  rice  and  gradu- 
ally increased  to  8,000  hectares   (19,7G8  acres).     The  x^lantation  is 
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located  in  thisi  departincnt  about  54  miles  frojii  Cartagena.  Pre- 
liminary work  of  preparing  and  clearing  the  land  for  rice  culture 
has  been  commenced. 

It  has ,JjeeH  roughly  estimated  that  machinery  amounting  to 
$50,000  oj;^ $'E)0,000  v,ill  be  required  to  operate  the  mill.  Manufac- 
turers oT  rice-milling  machinery  and  supplies  should  correspond  with 
the  owner  [whose  name  can  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  or  cooperative  offices  by  re- 
ferring to  file  No.  104803]. 

The  Locust  Pest — Road  Building. 

This  and  numerous  other  sections  of  Colombia  are  infested  with 
swarms  of  locusts  which  frequently  destroy  the  entire  crops  of  the 
regions  where  they  alight  and  leave  extensive  stretches  of  land  com- 
pleteh'^  barren.  They  destroy  not  only  the  crops  but  also  settle  on 
the  shrubs  and  trees,  which  they  completely  strip,  even  destroying 
the  bark.  They  have  been  known  to  settle  in  innumerable  numbers 
on  huts  having  thatched  roofs  of  freshly  gathered  palm  leaves,  which 
they  devoured  in  a  remarkably  short  time,  leaving  the  hut  almost 
roofless. 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  destroy  these  pests,  but  so  far 
no  effective  remedy  has  been  found.  If  such  a  remedy  exists,  it 
could  be  sold  here  in  unlimited  quantities  and  at  a  good  price. 

Some  progress  was  made  during  1917  in  building  and  improving 
the  roads  in  this  department  (Bolivar).  Efforts  are  still  nuide  with 
the  very  limited  appropriations  granted  for  this  purpose  to  complete 
the  most  important  arteries  connecting  the  principal  cities  and  repair 
the  roads.  Most  of  the  so-called  roacis  are  merely  trails,  which  fre- 
quently become  impassable  during  the  rainy  season. 

In  view  of  the  desire  displayed  by  the  municipalities  to  improve 
their  road  facilities,  there  might  be  a  good  field  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  road-building  machinery  in  this  consular  district.  Manu- 
facturers of  machinery  for  building  and  repairing  roads  can  obtain 
full  information  in  regard  to  this  matter  by  addressing  the  governor 
of  this  Department  (Seiior  Goberfiador  del Departamento  de  Bolivar). 

Permanent  Exposition  in  Cartagena. 

The  chamber  of  commerce  of  this  city  has  been  considering  for  a 
year  or  more  the  importance  of  founding  a  permanent  exposition 
in  this  city  and  has  finally  reached  a  definite  decision  as  to  the 
manner  ancl  conditions  under  which  it  should  be  inaugurated.  It  has 
presented  its  views  in  regard  to  the  matter  to  the  various  munici- 
palities in  this  Department,  which  have  enthusiastically  approved  the 
establishment  of  such  an  exposition.  All  the  Departments  have 
favorably  responded  to  the  invitation  to  join. 

The  laws  and  regulations  are  now  being  prepared  by  the  commis- 
sion, which  will  submit  them  to  the  Federal  Government  in  order  to 
obtain  its  sanction.  The  plan  Avill  be  to  erect  one  large  central  build- 
ing to  be  occupied  by  the  executive  offices  of  the  exposition.  The 
cost  of  such  a  building,  which  will  be  of  concrete,  will  bo  from 
$50,000  to  $00,000.  Booths  of  each  Department  will  be  constructed 
around  the  main  building  and  will  display  all  the  products  of  the 
different  Departments.    Each  booth  will  cost  from  $20,000  to  $25,000. 
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Althon£rli  not  fully  determined  upon  at  the  present  time,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  commissioners  that  foreioners  desiring  to  have  sep- 
arate booths  representing  articles  manufactured  in  their  respective 
countries  will  be  admitted.  If  the  project  is  carried  into  execution, 
it  will  be  a  great  advance  in  the  commercial  expansion  of  this 
country. 

Owing  to  the  present  abnormal  conditions  prevailing  throughout 
the  world  the  exposition  may  be  temporarily  delayed. "but  it  is  the 
hope  of  its  projectors  that  it  will  be  opened  at  no  distant  future. 

By  addressing  the  Camara  de  Comercio,  Cartagena,  Colombia,  full 
particulars  canoe  obtained  concerning  this  project. 

Spanish  Business  Courtesy — Native  Tastes. 

The  wonderful  trade  opportunities  Avhicli  now  exist  in  Latin 
America  should  be  appreciated  by  American  manufacturers  and 
business  houses.  Trained  and  courteous  salesmen,  speaking  Spanish 
fluently,  should  be  sent  out  at  regular  periods  to  cultivate  and  ex- 
pand commercial  relations  with  the  United  States.  The  business 
customs  should  be  closely  studied  and  complied  with  by  those  who 
desire  to  do  business  here. 

American  manufacturers  should  furnish  the  kind  pi  goods  re- 
quired by  this  trade  and  not  endeavor  to  compel  merchants  to  accept 
the  patterns  and  models  that  are  frequently  unsuitable  to  the  tastes  of 
the  natives.  The  French,  English,  and  German  manufacturers  are 
very  tactful  about  this  matter,  and  are  always  willing  to  satisfy  mer- 
chants as  to  the  kind  of  goods  and  patterns. 

Shipping  Statistics. 

The  nationality,  number,  and  tonnage  of  vessels  entering  the  port 
of  Cartagena  during  the  year  1917,  together  with  a  comparison  for 
the  preceding  year  are  given  in  the  table  below : 


Nationalit}-. 

1916 

1917 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Great  Britain 

37 

92,337 

30 

OC,  403 

Germany 

Italy 

15 

4 
88 

19,028 

38, 075 

1,332 

3SG 

232,243 

3 
9 
13 
14 
113 

13,040 
33,720 

France 

11,126 

HoUanil 

1,299 

United  States 

251,871 

Cuba 

Denmark 

3 

40 
3 

2,986 

Colombia 

44 

1,000 

1,787 

Venezuela 

337 

Panama 

3 

54 

Total 

208 

385, 055 

234 

413, 174 

The  vessels  of  the  following  steamship  lines  touched  at  Cartagena 
during  1917:  United  Fruit  Co.  (American),  weekly  from  New  York; 
Leyland  Line  (British),  monthly  from  England;  Harrison  Lino 
(British),  montldy  from  England;  Companie  Generale  Transatlan- 
tique  (French),  monthly  from  St.  Nazaire;  Panama  Railroad  Co. 
(American),  weekly  from  Cristobal,  Canal  Zone;  and  periodical 
sailings  from  England  and  Italy  of  the  Eoyal  Mail  S.  P.  Co.  (Brit- 
ish) and  the  Yeloce  Line  (Italian). 
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Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  declared  exi^orts  from  Carta/iena  to  the  United  States  for  the 
two  vears  IDIG  and  1917  are  given  in  the  followinor  table: 


Articles. 


Aninia!s  and  birds number. 

Ba'sain pouiirls. 

(  alfskins do . . . 

C'opai  la do . . . 

Ca  tt  e head . 

Cedar  and  mahogany feet . 

Coconut! number. 

Co<ree , pounds . 

Copper do . . . 

Curare dozen . 

Fiber pounds. 

Goatskins do. . . 

Gold 


1910 


Quantity.        Value 


3,SS0 
11,336 


Hats dozen . 

Hides pounds . 

Horsehair do. . . 

Indigo do. . . 

Ipooac do. . . 

Ivory  nuts do.. . 

Milk,  dry do. . . 

Platinum oances. 

Rubljcr,  all  kinds pounds. 

Silver  ore do. . . 

Sugar do. . . 

Totiaceo do. . . 

Tannic  extrat  t do. . . 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1,116 

1,098,227 

961),  120 

23,]40,7','2 

47, 31U 

365 


93, 531 


8,073 

2,530,743 

7, 694 

3,095 

64,781 

3,195,032 


15, 790 

590,603 

376 

4,290,150 

923,698 

3, 170, 054 


$5,671 
3,726 


46,012 
43,934 
35,177 
,479,890 
4,796 
3,090 


29,847 
329,900 
113,087 
643,221 
1,330 
3,298 
155,324 
129, 722 


1.215,831 
1S3, 520 
1,.514 
218,557 
101,549 
221,934 
30, 764 


6,002,294 


1917 


Quantity.       Value, 


3,477 
2,671 


1,277,249 

27,680,369 

5,952 
97,452 

131, 8S7 
3,833,565 
11,640 
2,160 
26, 458 
3,240,843 
22,840 


ii79,451 

32,817 

2,026,164 

131,139 

733,751 


$1,463 

835 

1,750 

39,103 

63,863 

18,626 

3,418,398 

13,964 

848 

038 

27,068 

256,366 

208, 745 

1,450,062 

1,858 

2,489 

42,506 

lOO.S'JS 

2,651 

1,439,505 

397,627 

22,ya3 

274,341 

13,293 

44,223 

41,099 


7, 893, 802 


Export  and  Import  Statistics. 

Exports  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1917,  from  the  jDort  of 
Cartagena,  Colombia,  to  the  principal  foreign  countries  totaled 
$7,073,212.  The  following  table  shows  the  values  of  the  chief  classes 
of  products  to  the  leading  countries  according  to  customs  statistics : 


Articles. 

United 
Stales. 

Panama. 

Great 
Britain. 

France. 

All  other 
countries. 

Total. 

Animals,  live 

S2.S00 

81 1;  423 

471,677 

1,902,381 

3, 387, 686 

11,241 

877.5,071 
2,839 
4,373 

$61,293 
20 

$839,164 
815,  783 

$1, 500 

Manufactured  products ' 

$32 

477, 671 

1,902,381 
3, 627, 002 

41,691 

3,350 

145, 472 

48,804 

Miscellaneous 

11,241 

Total 

6, 587, 20S 

823, 974 

4,S50 

145, 504 

110,117 

7, 673, 242 

The  general  imports  into  Cartagena  for  the  year  1916  amounted  to 
$5,504,996,  and  for  1917  to  $5,198,024.  The  following  table  shows  the 
value  of  the  total  imports  from  each  country: 


Countries. 


